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INTERNATIONAL REGULATION OF THE GLOBAL COMMONS 

Semester 2 

Course Description: 

This course is an advanced course in public international law. The term global commons refers to areas 
that are outside the sovereignty and jurisdiction of any State, including outer space, the high seas, the 
deep seabed, and the airspace above the exclusive economic zone and the high seas. In addition, 
Antarctica, the Arctic Ocean and the atmosphere are sometimes described as part of the global 
commons. We will examine the legal regimes governing the global commons in their historical context 
as well as principles that have been applied to them, including freedom of use, peaceful purposes, 
province of mankind, benefit of mankind, common heritage of mankind and common concern of 
humankind. Our objective will be to understand how and why the legal regimes were established, and 
how the legal regimes and principles underlying them are evolving in response to technological 
developments, changes in the international political system and increased concern for the environment.  

The learning outcomes area as follows: 

1. To understand how the treaties governing the high seas, outer space and Antarctica came 
about, the principles which underlie them, and the legal regimes that have been established to 
govern them 

2. To understand how the regimes governing the global commons were challenged by developing 
countries, including their desire to establish a new international economic order in which the 
natural resources beyond the limits of national jurisdiction would governed as the common 
heritage of mankind  

3. To understand how the principle of peaceful purposes applies in different areas of the global 
commons 

4. To understand how increased concern for the environment have had an impact on the legal 
regimes governing the global commons 

5. To understand how tensions in the 1970s on the principles that should govern the global 
commons are influencing the current negotiations on regulation of marine genetic resources in 
areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction in the oceans 

6. To understand the legal principles governing State responsibility and liability for damage to the 
global commons are evolving 

7. To understand the challenges faced by the international regime in regulating private entities 
that carry out activities in areas of global commons 

8. To understand the challenges that are likely to be made to the existing legal regimes governing 
the outer space and Antarctica  

Tentative Schedule of Topics: 

1. The Post WWII International Legal System and governance of the global commons 
2. History of LOS and the 1958 Convention on High Seas 
3. History and origins of the Antarctic Treaty Regime 
4. History of regimes governing air law and outer space 



5. Third UN LOS Conference and 1982 LOS Convention 
6. Deep Seabed Regime and International Seabed Authority 
7. 1979 Moon Treaty & Access to Mineral Resources in Outer Space 
8. Antarctic Treaty Regime – Resources, Environment & Peaceful Purposes 
9. State Responsibility & Liability for Pollution of the Global Commons 
10. Development of Intl Environmental law and concern for Pollution of the Atmosphere  
11. UN Negotiations on Biological Diversity in Areas Beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction 
12. Emerging issues and Challenges to Regimes Governing the Global Commons 
13. Review Class 

 


